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JVEN in respectable and Cultured quarters
i Y it is not sufficiently recogmsed that an
“accurately constructed almanac_is one of the
essential requisites for a civilized man, I have
heard it said w:th ia certam imperious in-
mﬁercnce, that a clock and a -wall calendar
bat;sly all the requlrements of abusy rnar and

the niceties of ¢i¢kis, nalzr/zadras, Iyogas and

 karanas of an lndran almanac are superﬂuous “ vanced in cwrllzatlon and culture, the calendar

futilities and’ any’ errors ‘that "occur in the
' reckomng of tbese, are of no 1mportance.

‘the orthodox society - of  which . some . of. us
idcem" :ourselves ©'av part,~ Butijust imagine
" -the ‘great confusion and inconyenienceé that
- will arise if our ordinary calendars, differ from
‘one -another ‘and differént clocks indicate '
different hours at the same time.! If to-day be
asserted to bea Wednesday in'some calendars

and Friday in some others and one clock in-

. dicates now,,9 AM, and another 10 A M. and
.50 oD, wxll it bo possrble for any one to keep’
. one’s engagements, even. the slmplest? It is
ev:dent that, . under thepe crrcumstances,
tourlsts w:ll miss. thelr trains and buses, trams
wrll colllde agarPst one another, masters w:ll
- miss their servants, doctorg will give, wrong
‘'directions to’ their!| patrents, merchants will
quarrel with’ thelr ‘customers'sandi'vice versa

- for not being prompt and’ there{wrll be such’a
_terrible confusion that .this” .week- day ‘and

clock civilization w111 apparently come toa
‘ stand still.” - But in. this confusron,__only one
“'class ‘of God's!creation will be=safe,_ms., the *

It
_does not in the least concern ‘ our welfare . these are hopelessly insufficient and" nothin
-what - Panchanga we. follow for superficially
observmg the ceremonialsjust to please the -

“women and the orthodox elders‘at homeor .

THEIR OBSERVATIONAL EQUIF’MENT

BY MR. A A Knrsnmswam AYYANGAR M A Ti: ’I‘
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tlme, the day and the night and the year a.nd
the seasons,  If we can reduce oursclves™to
their level we can certainly dispense with the
calendar and the clock as supe.fluous futilities,
But since we surpass the birds and beasts'in
c1v1llzat10n and culture to such an extent as to
requlre a calendar and a clock to’ gu1de our
daily llfe, even so, if we are strll more ‘ad-

and the clock will no longer st ffice for' our"pur-
poses and indeed for guiding a ship in the seas,

short of a Nc...ltroal Almanac 1s ‘the desrderatutn.

~ We in India were long ago sul’ﬁcrently
cwrhzed to feel the need for ‘an. almanac far
surpassing the elementary week- day. calendar
;and, invented the five-fold specrﬁcatlon of; ‘the
Panaizanga. Mathematzcally, it suggests that

we are lwmg in a five-dimensional 'world and
we rcquu:c ﬁve co- ordumles to specrly our
place time, a blended enuty Lof four ‘dimen.-
slons accordmg to Emstem..: It s certa.mly
pltlable to. find the busy. man, of our ﬁrdf ﬁara;
unperlously content with two co ordma es‘, ‘the -
.clock and the calendar, which are. mere:émpty
rﬁctlons l)avmg no counterparts in nature, not
recogmsmg that he is. sometumg ‘éﬁi:.l;ﬁ%‘i to
the two- dlmensmnal creaturd whrch hrs equlp- :
a{nent sug ests, he possesses in fact five
dlmenswn all of whrch he shouldk" W, £0 ¢

0 éet
;hls oorrect bearmgs u.w1th res ect” to? the
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A reliable” Panchanga which: gwes these
i five,co~ordinates as accurafely as possrble, 18
5;therefore .an, lmportant desrderatum mmour
<land, especially, when we - have: al conﬂlctlng

_ : .Uﬁﬂt .of. .astronomlcal systems handed

beasts! and the brrds whose m ements are 1Jrom ancrent tlmes\_?.nd fquowed by d1 fferent -
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i bring. some harmony amtdst thrs drscord, 1and
thts canoniy be secured by proper knowledge

t’i‘onbmyﬂndtan }istronomers who have
conﬁned thems’ewe purely to the ancrent

......

rhttie ot n6 conceptron of the achrevenents of
r‘“lhe ancient mdrgenous astronomy, are also
lmllarlfﬁhlmd in dane eye. . It is our duty to
,'._supply ‘tha other eye to each of | ‘these " t:lasses
4 e}q nfd only when'! ‘the blnocular vrsmn
. dl the" Pre]udlces 'of elther oi
'asses of p":eople against. the other dis-
Fr appeaﬁmlﬁfgent need therefore‘ ;exrstsﬁor
7teachmg in our’ Umversttles Hindu astronomy
m Enghsh as one of the compulsory ¢ sub]eets
“for all Inathematics students and” for teaching
T in our"Sansert Colleges European' astronomy
" % in the vérnachlar,; Within a  decade «of this
4 two-fold provrslon, I am - sure - mutual
"1 prejudices  will go ,and true perspectwe will
bl hegln sto sappear and acrimonious contro-7
“H'versies between the' orthodox and ‘the heteto-
1 dox schools will become « matter “'of “ancient °
hrslory ‘Our orthodox men will ceas¢ to cling

bt

*due respect to their ancient culture. ..iSide by
§ side, the old and ithe new will develop, the
“% one lrylng toilead and be led by the other as
the need arises.

" A ‘téliable book on Hindu astronomy should
¥ be lmmedlately publlshed, .incorporating  all.
- the worthy “results in our classtcal siddhantas.
“This 1s our first and primary need, .

i It rs a pity tha.tf the fascinating study of
Indtan chronology is pursued by extremely few

persons in ours: Indian Universities, - Though
2 proper grasp of this: subJect 15 essentlal for’
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the Astronomxcal Conference is tox‘*?hll researches ln,lndmh '

to their ancient science with an. unreasonable -
pertmacxty and ‘our heterodox men will pay
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Wy .Hlatory,*there isno
prov:sron (foritsin - the. +Mysore - University.

kg

: Indlamnstronomy ‘goes with Indian chrono-

logy. 'For the whole "of' Mysore perhaps
theré is only one. solltary Bcholar, Dr, “A.
Venlkatasubbiah, "M.A., Ph. D., who is well-
versed in Indian  chronology and we want
more such ‘scholars, “ If ‘a Umversrty is 'so
minded, " there must be found" scope ' for'ifi-
éludtng “"Hindt" “astronomy’ and chronology
both in the" hzstory and. the mathematics
courses for the Arts Degrees of B.A.and M,A.,

*The corresponding ' need for a text. book of
European astronomy in'‘the- vernacular has
been ‘already’ Supplted so far 2 Kannada :

goes, by the text-books of S. N Naraharayya-
and;.N, Venl’:a.tesa. Ayyangar\ ‘I hope these
books. will become popular and be studled by
our ‘friends in Sanskrlt Colléges

Further, astronomy should, be consrdered
not merely as.an. academic sub]ect but as a
practical one, Practical training  in observa.
tion and computatron should be ;provided for
the students “of* astronomy “*After about
t75' years of ‘existence, our ‘Indian Univer-
‘sities are just now opening therr eyes to this
need and soon,ﬂ -hope, astrbdomy will bé
taught not simply by word of mouth but by
the. practlcal ‘use of the ‘hand and the eye.
-For our frrends who have speClallsed in the
‘orthodox. schools,  vacation or even regular
courses may -be arranged, to train them in -
such simple ¢ ohservatlons as can be managed
with the help of the gnomon, sextant and the
_astronomical teleSCOpe; as well as in computa-
‘tion with such aids as tue .slideirdle and' the
calculating machine and ‘modern’ ‘tables, As
. our ' President, > Sir - Vepa“'Ramesam, "has
"suggested, our almanac makeérs should know
how to adapt the Nautical Almanac and other
. similar modern publications to their needs, I
am sorry to say, that they are now.doing it in
a seeretwe and amaraur:St manhér and what

1 suggest is that they may do lt boldly wrth
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‘ubderstanding ‘and ! intelligence,’

We * ought
‘not to thiok that it is beneath our dignity and
against our. Sastras to consult such tables,
If some of us really think so, we should also
think that it is beneath our dignity to liye in
‘this civilized world accepting all its amenities,
Just as we accept the railway, the post and
‘the telegraph as part of our present life, even
‘80 we should utilise the modern ‘tables which

‘poor country and ‘cannot afford , for another
century' perhaps, the use' of ‘the ‘€ostly”in-
struments of th: European -Observatories.
Further, it is also not necessary, . for. we are |
well-protected by the British Navy and there |
is no-need for one of our own, . % o

r-"."\:‘ 4% Y .

t; Another point [ wish to suggestis to dis-
Courage- the

.are calculated. with the: utmost degree. .. of
-Precision possible at the present day. At the
same time, 'r'g;gga.’c*h._ may be carried on in
“ancient”’ astronomy " and” attempts made to
. -understand «the’old ‘texts “correctly ‘and ‘‘see
“iwhether with some small ‘modifications in’the
Bhaganas, etc., a fair first approx.mation can
* besecured, say to the nearest minute of arc or
‘“time, which js sufficient” for our social and

‘religious™“purposes,'* I strongly “believe that

..+such a correction is possible:;and the: 1 sults
scan;be true for about;a;century, Research.is
~also’ possible . in’ ‘the .construction’, of ‘cheap

.astronomical ~ instruments, such as those

BT U 1 !

“Dr+H.'Subramanyam ‘who “has “honouredus
bt g : ik . as wtoe.day - with
“which our ancient people have been usingd- [ . '

+8uggest! this ‘as'a ijrst-'méasrliirE, for Indiais'a _help us in our po_§_t-Coq_{q:x;g_;}pﬁ!.gig:}}gﬁra;iogs_.

production of a _multiplicity, of
Panchangas.  One reliable Panchanga pub-
lished ' under the auspices .. of‘an’ expert
committee as suggested by His’ Highness the
Yuvaraja of Mysore, in the Opening ‘Speech
at the Second Mysore |:Astronomical Confer-

nce,. ought to be enough’:for the'whole of

Mysore,  Mere duplication 'is 'a waste of
money, energy and time, . _.z;.; 8
FEYANT Ay oLy Elsraln

In this connection, 1a'r_r‘l‘;g!gdj_to:,nien_tiqp

that one Indian State l-as_made bold to place
the construction

“hands ¢f an astronomer trained in‘the West.:

of the State’Almanac in the

‘his:‘presence’: is *;th_e . State

. Astronomer; of. Travancore and. is swilling to
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